
Graduate Council 
Minutes of the Meeting 

August 24, 2007 
 
The meeting was called to order by Dean Judith Walker de Felix at 1:30 p.m.  Members 
in attendance were:  Michael Bahr, Haiyan Cai, Cynthia Dupureur, Sally Ebest, Teresa 
Guess, Bill Kyle, Stephen Moehrle, Michael Murray, Wendy Olivas, Richard Rosenfeld.  
Susan Kashubeck-West is on leave of absence until January, 2008.  Members absent:  
Carl Bassi, Ruth Jenkins, David Kimball.  A representative from the School of Business 
will be forthcoming. 
 
I. Introduction 
 

The Dean asked members to introduce themselves and gave some background 
information. The Graduate Council sets policy for the Graduate School.  Terms of 
service have increased from two years to three years.  To replace semester 
meetings of the Graduate Faculty, a Graduate Faculty list serve has been 
established.  It will be used to inform Graduate Faculty of Council discussions.  
Graduate Faculty may call for a meeting of the full Graduate Faculty according to 
the Graduate School policies. 

 
II. Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the April 6, 2007 meeting were approved. 
 
 
III. Nomination of a Secretary-Vice Chairperson 
 

Dr. Teresa Guess was nominated as Secretary-Vice Chairperson and accepted the 
position.   

 
IV. Workload of the Graduate Council 
 

Council decided to work as a committee of the whole for scholarships, curriculum 
and instruction, program review, rules and regulations work.  The Dean will 
discuss with the Senate chair the possibility of using a TA for initial curriculum 
review for Council and for the Senate. 
 
An ad hoc committee may be asked to work on this year’s Graduate Research 
Fair.  A date needs to be set and judges need to be found soon. 

 
 
V. Non-Graduate Faculty Teaching Graduate-Level Courses 
 

Current policy requires that chairs submit vitae of non-tenure track faculty who 
they wish to teach graduate level courses.  There are two options for teaching. 



One is graduate faculty status which requires Council review and approval.  This 
option allows teaching graduate level courses as well as serving on and/or 
chairing thesis and dissertation committees.  The other option is permission to 
teach for five years.  Requests are reviewed and approved by the Graduate Dean.  
 
Dean Sebastian from the College of Nursing has submitted a request for approval 
of non-tenure track faculty to teach graduate-level courses.  The request is for 
full-time non-tenure clinical track faculty without doctoral degrees, adjunct 
faculty without doctoral degrees, adjunct faculty with doctoral degrees, and 
individuals with master’s degrees.  The Dean asked Council to consider how to 
handle non-traditional requests for graduate faculty status.   
 
Dr. Kyle suggested two separate categories such as graduate faculty and 
clinical/professional faculty. The Purdue website lists information on these 
categories.  Should the campus consider a cap on the % of clinical faculty vs 
tenure-track faculty?  
 
This item will be placed on the September 21 Graduate Council agenda. 

 
VI. Review of Graduate Certificate Programs 
 

Two graduate certificate programs were placed on hold last year pending receipt 
of the CBHE PC forms.  All of the information has been received and they are 
now ready for review. 
 
Graduate Certificate in TESOL.  The course descriptions for the certificate were 
approved last year.  These courses are required for State certification.  Also, many 
teachers wish to earn a graduate certificate in these fields to verify their 
knowledge with their school districts. An emphasis area in TESOL has been 
added to the M.Ed. program.   
 
Graduate Certificate in Secondary School Teaching.  This certificate goes beyond 
the State certification.  It meets teachers’ career goals without obtaining a 
Master’s degree.  
 
Council approved both proposed graduate certificates. 
 

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 2:25 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Teresa Guess 
Secretary and Vice Chairperson 
 
TG:meh 


